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Dateline Peoria -- Operation Santa Update
Operation Santa 2010 is preparing to ensure that our troops have a very happy holiday.  
Donations to cover shipping is still the operation's biggest need. $25 ships a box of 15. Gifts can be made out to Operation Santa and mailed to 7131 N. Knoxville Ave., Suite C, Peoria, IL 61614.
City of Peoria Proclamation
Peoria Mayor Jim Ardis will be presenting a proclamation to Operation Santa Tuesday, October 26 at the City Council meeting.
Treats for Troops
Please donate your unused Halloween candy to Operation Santa to help fill the stockings. Drop offs include WMBD TV station on University; PNC Bank, Pioneer Parkway location only and Busey Bank, Sheridan Rd. location only as well as Operation Santa office.
Stocking Update
Current stocking count is quickly approaching 20,000 with the promise of many more on the way. Hundreds and hundreds of volunteers across the country have sewn or are still sewing beautiful handmade Christmas stockings that are in line to be filled with comfort items from home.  Hundreds of troops that will celebrate Hanukkah beginning on December 1st will be receiving gorgeous handmade bags filled with special mementos from home, all through the efforts of Operation Santa.
Also, and this is important to us, our fearless leader, Patti Rios-Smith, has been nominated as one of five finalists for Outstanding Hispanic for her work on behalf of the armed forces. 
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Only one will be selected based on the number of votes garnered, so please vote for her by visiting www.theamericano.com, click on Forum 2010 and then on Vote.  The deadline for voting is October 31.
As Operation Santa's great stuffing efforts begins, we will keep you all posted with regular updates as well as on the outcome of Patti's nomination.  
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